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EAFRD UPDATE 

 

Head of Service: Mark Shephard, Head of Property and 
Regeneration 

Wards affected: College Ward; Town Ward; Woodcote Ward; 

Appendices (attached):  Appendix 1 – Images of completed signs 

 

Summary 

To provide the Conservators with an update report on EAFRD infrastructure installation 
which provides improvements to information and signage on Epsom and Walton Downs. 

 

 

Recommendation (s) 

(1) That the Conservators note the progress made on improvements to signs on 
the Downs. 

 

1 Reason for Recommendation 

1.1 This report provides the Conservators with an update on the 
improvements to signs and information on the Downs, enabled by the 
Conservators’ successful bid for European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development which secured over £132,082.60 in funding for the project. 

2 Background 

2.1 At its meeting on 8 November 2021, the Conservators received an update 
on the successful bid and progress to date. 

2.2 In addition to the EAFRD bid, the Conservators previously approved a 
match funding contribution of £20,000 and the Jockey Club committed 
£7,500 and agreed to provide the general design to be used for the 
project.  The securing of written partner support and “match funding” was 
a pre-requisite for being considered eligible to apply for EAFRD grant 
funding. 

2.3 The overarching aim of the project is to: “Celebrate the rural nature and 
equestrian heritage of the Epsom & Walton Downs, promoting the area as 
an all-year visitor destination through innovate signage, landmark 
gateways, visual interpretation and branding.  Stimulating economic 
activity both up on the Downs and linking to nearby Epsom town”. 
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2.4 Originally, the Regional Payments Agency placed a deadline of 10th May 

2022 to complete the works. This deadline has been extended to 31 
January 2023 to take account of delays caused through Covid and the 
short supply of materials.  

3 Update 

3.1 The majority of the infrastructure is now installed which includes; 

150 x Waymarking Posts. 
25 x Finger Posts with over 80 ‘direction fingers’. 
24 x ‘A0’ size Information boards. 
8 x ‘A1’ size Lectern boards. 
As well as 
15 x Oak litter bins. 
4 x Picnic tables with 8 benches in front of the tea hut,  
with an additional 4 x Bench seats around the tea hut car park and 
5 x Interpretive benches across the downs (1 by the shop crossing point at 
the Derby Arms, 2 by the poly track and 2 in the bushy alcoves inside the 
course near the SevenFurlong car park). 
 

3.2 The discs for the way marker posts that were initially proposed were not 
as visible as first hoped so new, more visible designs have been produced 
and are now being installed. 

3.3 Chambers Electronics have installed 2 sets of ‘counter posts’, one at The 
Mile Crossing and  the other at The Rubbing House. Each set has 3 
internal electronic counters, which are able to separately record the 
numbers of pedestrians, cyclists and horses that pass through.   

3.4 We are waiting on the Information inserts for the notice boards and 
lecterns. The 48 Holwood Style signs are in production and expected to 
be delivered w/c 9/1/2023 with the information inserts for the lecterns and 
upright notice boards following 1-2 weeks later. 

3.5 Unfortunately, supply issues and illnesses at our suppliers have pushed 
back the final delivery date.  

3.6 In the last 12 months, oak supplies have experienced high demand and 
rising prices. Current supplies have been unable to keep up with this 
demand. 

3.7 Despite the rise in costs, the supplier, Fitzpatrick Woolmer, have absorbed 
the increases and the project will be delivered on budget with no 
compromises on specification or quality. 
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The funding application has been submitted to the RPA  To date we have 
received £89,491.48, which covers the delivery and installation of the 
counter posts by Chambers Electronics and the first two, of three 
instalments, agreed with Fitzpatrick Woolmer. The last instalment will be 
paid once the final pieces of infrastructure and signage have been 
received.Fitzpatrick Woolmer have supplied a maintenance plan for the 
signs and benches which will be implemented. 

4 Risk Assessment 

Legal or other duties 

4.1 Equality Impact Assessment 

4.1.1 None for the purpose of this report 

4.2 Crime & Disorder 

4.2.1 None for the purpose of this report 

4.3 Safeguarding 

4.3.1 None for the purpose of this report 

4.4 Dependencies 

4.4.1 None for the purpose of this report 

4.5 Other 

4.5.1 None for the purpose of this report 

5 Financial Implications 

5.1 Financial implications are set-out in section 2 of this report. 

5.2 Section 151 Officer’s comments: None for the purposes of this report. 

6 Legal Implications 

6.1 None 

6.2 Legal Officer’s comments: None for the purposes of this report. 

7 Policies, Plans & Partnerships 

7.1 Council’s Key Priorities: Not relevant for this report.  

7.2 Service Plans: Not relevant for this report.  

7.3 Climate & Environmental Impact of recommendations: Not relevant for 
this report. 
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7.4 Sustainability Policy & Community Safety Implications: Not relevant 

for this report. 

7.5 Partnerships: Not relevant for this report. 

8 Background papers 

8.1 The documents referred to in compiling this report are as follows: 

Previous reports: 

 Report to Epsom and Walton Downs Conservators, 8 November 
2021 

Other papers: 

 None. 

https://democracy.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=170&MId=1058&Ver=4
https://democracy.epsom-ewell.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=170&MId=1058&Ver=4

